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Coral -Sea fan.
Gorgonian flabellum is the scientific name for the Sea Fan. It is mostly found along the Caribbean such as the Bahamas and the Atlantic coasts like West Indies and Florida. The corals are yellow, pale lavender or whitish in color and grow in shallow water, hence their colorful and beautiful appearance. Plants and algae that live on the sea fans are responsible for their beautiful color. They are short and rarely exceed a height of 10 meters. The shape of Sea fans is determined by the waves thus are found in areas of high tides. During reproduction, female sea fans produce upto three million eggs. Large amounts of sperms are released into the water. Most of these eggs mature far from their parents and end up forming other sea fans in other locations.
Sea fans feed mostly on planktons and bacteria. They also have a symbiotic relationship with plants like zooplanktons, some fishes and basket stars. Squids for example, lay their eggs on sea fans. Sea snails, butterflyfish and other small fish are the main predators of these corals. As a defense mechanism, sea fans release chemicals that have a foul smell to keep away predators. Some fish have however developed mechanisms that help them feed despite the smell. It is interesting to note that dolphins use these animals for medicinal purposes because of their antibacterial qualities. Human beings use these corals as souvenirs as they are small and have beautiful colors. The shape and color make them useful to be turned into bracelets and other jewelry. Their numbers are however feared to reduce as there are largely harvested to be used in aquariums. The International Union for Conservation of Nature has labeled the animal vulnerable due to overexploitation.
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